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January 17, 1896 54 

Cholera Notes. 

[Translated in this Bureau from the " Veroffentlichungen des Kaiserlichen Gesund- 
heitsamtes,"' Berlin, December 25, 1895.] 

Austria-Hungary — Galicia. — From December 10 to 16, 11 cases and 
7 deaths were reported from 3 communes belonging to 2 political dis- 
tricts. Of these, 5 cases, 3 deaths occurred in 1 commune of the dis- 
trict of Husiatyn ; 6 cases, 4 deaths in 2 communes of the district of 
Trembowla. The total number of cases and deaths reported since 
August 23 in 56 localities belonging to 14 districts, was 424 and 278, 
respectively. 

Egypt. — According to advices of December 13, 16 cases, 17 deaths 
were reported at Damietta from December 5 to 11 ; at Matarieh near 
Menzaleh, on December 8, 1 case, 1 death ; at Faraskoor from Decem- 
ber 4 to 10, 10 cases, 13 deaths ; at Zarka, from December 7 to 9, 5 cases, 
4 deaths ; at Borachia, from December 4 to 5, 2 cases, 2 deaths ; at Cairo, 
from December 7 to 11, 1 case, 2 deaths ; at Hehya, on December 8, 1 
death. 

Morocco. — At the village of Stellen, which is separated from Eabat 
only by the river Buregrey, there were 13 cholera deaths on December 
5. The epidemic has broken out in the city of Asimur in the vicinity 
of Masagan. 

EGYPT. 

Origin of cholera in Egypt in 1895. 

Eeported to the sanitary, maritime, and quarantine council of Egypt 
by a commission sent to Damietta to determine the nature and origin of 
the disease which broke out in that city October 10, 1895. 

[Forwarded through the Department of State from Constantinople by Dr. S. C. Zavitzi- 
ano. — Translated in this Bureau.] 

Members of the commission. — Dr. H. Legrand, sanitary physician of France, member 
of the sanitary council of Egypt ; Dr. Burlazzi, official director of the port of Alexan- 
dria ; Dr. A. J. Gauthier, physician at the sanitary station of Suez and the Wells of 
Moses. 

Preamble. — The commission arrived at Damietta October 15 at 4 p. m., and at once 
began its investigations. 

EXISTENCE OF ASIATIC CHOLEBA AT DAMIETTA. 

The first cases examined by the commission were in the hospital at Damietta. The 
patients were 7 in number, and of all ages. Two were in a dying condition. The 
cases presented all the characteristic symptoms of cholera. The commission telegraphed 
the council that on the evidence of clinical examination the existence of cholera at 
Damietta was indisputable. At 10 o'clock the, two patients named were dead. At 
midnight the commission performed the autopsy upon them. 

Pathological anatomy confirmed the previous clinical examination, and bacteriological 
test with cultures in salt peptone demonstrated the presence of Koch's comma bacillus. 
A very abundant pullulation of fetid bacterium coli communis concealed or prevented 
the development of specific germs in the second case, but the examination of the plates 
was conclusive. Culture of the dejecta of a third patient, still living, gave positive 
results on the same day. The existence of Asiatic cholera at Damietta was thoroughly 
demonstrated. 

DID THE EPIDEMIC BEGIN AT DAMIETTA? 

The city of Damietta is situated on the right bank of the Nile, about 12 or 15 kilo- 
meters from its mouth. It numbers 35,000 inhabitants, but a much larger population 



